Intrapericardial pheochromocytoma complicated by massive intraoperative hemorrhage.
Middle mediastinal pheochromocytomas are exceedingly rare. Because so few cases have been reported, consensus has not been reached regarding the anesthetic management of patients with these tumors. The use of cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB) for the resection of intrapericardial pheochromocytomas has met with varied success. We report the first documented case of successful anesthetic and surgical management of an acute, massive hemorrhage during the dissection of an intrapericardial pheochromocytoma, which was managed without cardiopulmonary bypass. Perioperative anesthetic considerations, including the risks and benefits of CPB, are discussed.